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Breast and lung cancer are the leading causes of cancer 
mortality among Black individuals in the US

American Cancer Society. Cancer Facts & Figures for African American/Black People 2022-2024. Atlanta: American Cancer Society, 2022. 



In Delaware:
•Mortality rates are 56% higher 
among 40-64 yo 
•Elevated rates of triple negative 
breast cancer (TNBC)
•#1 for alcohol-attributable 
breast cancer

Breast Cancer





Possible next steps:
1. Focus our outreach efforts in these hot spots
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Possible next steps:
1. Focus our outreach efforts in these hot spots

2. Address unhealthy alcohol use and obesity in primary care clinics 

3. Policy approaches to further reduce alcohol use and obesity





In Delaware:
•Leading cause of cancer 
mortality overall
•Black individuals less likely 
to be screened and advised 
to quit smoking
•When offered smoking 
cessation services, they are 
less effective

Lung Cancer



Possible next steps
1. Equitably increase access to lung cancer screening
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1. Equitably increase access to lung cancer screening

2. Prioritize access to smoking cessation treatment and provided 
personalized treatment options to improve outcomes



Important policy issue: 
Delaware Medicaid requires patients must fail nicotine 
replacement therapy to qualify for Varenicline

Using a personalized approach, 
QUIT RATES INCREASE BY 5X 

for those who typically have a harder time quitting



Possible next steps

1. Equitably increase access to lung cancer screening

2. Prioritize access to smoking cessation treatment and provided 
personalized treatment options to improve outcomes

3. Policy approaches to further reduce smoking rates





New Playbook

• Even more targeted outreach to improve screening and risk reduction

• Policy approaches to make neighborhoods healthier

• Research to continually improve our approaches


